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T herefore, if any man be in Chrift, he ts @ 
new Creature. 
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For in Chriſt Teſus, nether circumcyron 4- 
#aileth any thing , nor uncarcunci{ion, but 
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| STEPHEN DENI1S ON Wilheth increaſe 
of all ſaving grace in this world, and 
ecernall glorie and happineſſc 


in the world to come, 


wi Heworable, 


D! for all aſſemblies. This 
define is 6 fit for all perſons, it is fit Jer 

men of high degree,to cauſe them to be- 
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think theſclues.1t u fit for men of low de- 
gree,to cauſe then to know theſelues.It is 
fit for the true tudicious hearey, to cauſe 
hins to adde prattife to his knowledge. 
And it is fit for the uching eare or curi- 
ors hearer, to teach h1m the truc w/ſe of 
hearing Sermons, which 1, not to haue 
his wncircumcſed eare carnally plea- 
ſed, but rather to haue his poore ſoule_> 
regenerated edified and refreſhed. with 
this doctrine w.ts loel [ent vnto the old 
men, and to all the inhabitants of the 
land. with this dottrine was lonas ſent 
Unto N meue, Fortic dayes, and Ni- 
neue ſhall be deſtroyed. with thes dv- 
(trine was Chriſt himſelfe ſent vato the 
loſt _ of the houſe of 1ſrael: Except 
a man be borne againe, he cannot ſee 
rhe kingdome of God. And with this 
doctrine ic this weake meſſenzer or ſmal 
Treatiſe_> ſent into the world at this 
time_». I defire that it might do much 
good unto the ſoules of Gods eleft:pohich 
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not in reſpect of any worth or ſufficiency 
that ui the author, but meerly by God's 
free bleſſing following my poore— and 
weake CNdeuours. 

The reaſons which have moned me 
#0 make this doftrine and Sermon pub. 
licke, are theſe, vis. 

Firſt, the conſideration of the neceſ- 
fitie of it : for what is more nece(ſarie_z 
then to under (land the myſterie of re- 

eneration ? without which no fleſh can 

7 ſauea. 

Secondly, the conſideration of the ge- 
nerallextent of this doctrine: for it con- 
cerneth not exely them which heard the 
Sermon, but alſo all others; for God ex- 
| hortethallmen to repent. 
Thirdly the deſire of 4ruers holy Chre- 


ſttans, whoſe earneſt and goaly requeſt 


1 deſire to fulfill to my power. 

And in that 1 do commend wnts 
your Howour , theſe > my poore_> en- 
deuours contained in this bopke 5, 


i t5; 
Firſt 
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Firſt, becauſe your Honour was an 
eare-witneſſe of this Sermon, enduring 
the coldneſſe of the ſeaſon, to heave it 
with much attention. 

Secondly, becauſe yoar Homur hath 
purchaſed to your ſelfe a good report #+ 
mong men, by your inft and vþrieht ca- 
riage in that worthy place and calling 
whereunto you are called; 

Thirdly, becauſe your Hottour hath 
had, and 1 hope will haue vnto the end, 
4 ſingular care of Gods Sabbath, that it 
may mot be profaned bythe len4neſſe of 
men, which are more ſet vp0n their own 
gaine and pleaſnre , then in any ſort 
7'po God's glorie: which deſire not onely 
fo ſinne themſelaes, but alſo to make_ 
Chriſtian magiſtrates partakers of their 
fimnes, by giuine licence and libertie_— 
wuntothem, 

Fourthly, that I might hereby teſti. 
Jos my lone vnfained unto this famous 
Eitie ; for the which 1 will alwayes pray, 
that God would turne his indgemints 


from 
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fromit, and preuent it with his liberall 

bleſſings , eſpecial in heauenly things ! 

in Chriſt. | 
I beſeech your Honour to accept this j 

Treatiſe , which 1 offer as the widowes 

mite, tobe caſt into Gods treaſurie 5. 

And ſo I will pray the very God of '-Thel.s. 

peace to ſanCtifie you wholly ; and '* 

that your whole ſpirit, and ſoule, and 

bodie, may be preſerued blameleſle, 

vnto the coming of our Lord Ieſus 

Chriſt. 1H men. 


Your Honours inall things 
inthe Lord, 


Stephen Deniſon. 
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Caſt away from you all your tranſgreſ» 
foons ends ye haue tranſgreſſed, 


and make you a new heart and 4 
new ſpirit : for why will ye die, 
3 houſe of Iſrael ? 


AT the five and twen-» 
tieth verſe of this pre- 
9] ſent Chapter,the Pro- 
NAV! phet Ezekie/ rells vs, 
ZW that the houſe of //r ae! 

had complained againſt the Lord, 
that his wayes were not equall. Vnto 
the which impudent, ſawcie,and blaſ- 
phemous complaint, the Lord in his 
Owne moſt iuſt defence giueth a goo 
| c 


2 Tx: Naw 
ble anſwer : firſt in the 26 and 27 ver- 
ſes, in theſe words : If a righteome man 
forſaketh bis carmen and com- 
muteth iniquitie_, and dieth in them: 
for the iniquitie that he bath done, ſhall 
he die. Agzaine when the wicked man 
turneth away from his wickedneſſe_ 
that he bath committed, and doth that 
which is equall and right, he ſhall ſane 
bs ſoule aliae. As though the Lord 
ſhould fay: He thar condemneth the 
impenicent, though formerly neuer 
ſo righteous in ſhew; and he that iu- 
ſtifieth the penitent,though formerly 
neuer ſo wretched in deed, his wayes 
muſt needs be cquall. But God doth 
all this : Therefore his wayes muſt 
needs be equal]. The ſecond anſwer 
which che Lord giueth to the former 
vniuſt complaint, is contained in the 
words of my text : Cait away from you 
all your tranſereſſrons, whereby ye hawe 
rranſereſed, &c. As though it were 
faid : He which offererh you life 
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and ſaluation,vpon condition of re- 
pentance and amendment for the 
time to come, his wayes muſt needs 
be equal}. Bur God offereth you this 
offer. Therfore his wayes muſt needs 
be equall. 

Caſt away all your tranſereſſions,c+c. 
The parts of this text are rwo, to wir, 
an exhortation,and an expoſtulatis; 
or a counſell, and a reaſon. In the cx- 
hortation or counſel! , the Church 
of Godis taught,firſt, whatto avoid, 
in theſe words,Caſt away all your tr anſ- 
greſſions whereby ye haue tranſgreſſed. 
Secondly, what to labour for, in the 
words followitig, And make you a nrw 
heart arid a new ſpirit, Andthe expo- 
ſtulation or reaſon, is takers from the 
danger that will enſue if the counſell 
be reicted, in theſe words, For why 
will yz die, 6 hvaſe of 1ſrael? 
| Caſtaway ff5 you ult your tr an(treſſions. 

Caſt away : by this is meant a finall 
forſaking of ſit z yeaſuch a forſaking 
is 


Ifa.30.22, 


Mat.23-24- 


*% 
4 
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is here vnderſtood, as is with an holy 
deteſtation or indignation : much 
like vnto that ſpeech of the Propher 
I{aiah, Ye ſhall defile alſo the courring of 
thy er auen images of ſiluer ,and the or- 
thy moulten imazes of gold: 
: hehem away 4s 4 polluted 
thou ſhatt ſay vnto it, Get thee 
bence.” © | 

Al your tranſereſſions. The word 
in-the origmall fienifiech properly 


; [{ips,or failines, or lei] er (ins. \V here- 


by is not meant, that the Church 
mult onely.caft away or forſake her 
fmaller finnes, and retaine her grea- 
ter; for that were with the Phariſes 
to ſtraine out a gnat, and to ſwallow 
a Camecll: but by rranſgreſ/ions inthis 
text ( by a Synecdoche, part being 
put forthe whole) we are to vnder- 
ſtand all finne, from the greateſt to 
the leaſt; from groſle, crying , reig- 
ning ſinne,cuen to our very infirmi- 
tics The like figure is to be obſerucd 


JW) 
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in the words of the third comman- 


dement , Thou ſhalt not take the name Ex0d.0.7 


of the Lord thy God in waine_: for the 
Lord will not hold him cuiltleſſe, &ce 
Where it 1s not meant, that we 
ſhould onely make conſcience of ta- 
king Gods name 1n vatne by light vſe 
in common talke, and in the meane 
time make no conſcience of periury 
before a magiſtrare:but the true mea- 
ning and ſcope of the comandement 
15, to teach vs to make conſcience of 
all protanation of Godsname, euen 
from the very ſinnes of periury and 
blaſphemy,ro the leaſt oath.Eucn fo 
in my text, by trarſereſſions we are 
co vnderſtand all {innes, both great 
and ſmall. For we muſt not fauour 
or abet our ſclues in our very infir- 
mities. 

And make you a new heart and 4 
new ſpirit. By heart and ſþrrit here is 
meant the whole inner man. For by 
the heart is meant the memory, _ 
will, 


79 ere Star es 
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will, the affections, andthe conſci- 
ence; and by the /þ:r/7 is meant the 
{pirit of the wind, or the vnderſtan- 
: wal So that that which Godrequi- 
reth here to be renewed, is the whole 
inner man: according to that holy 


Pro.23.26, Prouerb, My ſon giue me thine heart. 


Buc here aqueſtio may be demided: 
Will God therefore be content with 
the bare renewing of the inner man ? 
or is he indifferent, whether the out- 
ward man berengwed or no? Not 16: 


\Cor6,20 For we are bought with a price : there- 


fore we muſt elorifie God both in our bo- 
dies and in our ſpirits: for they are Gods. 
Burt the Lord namecth the inner man, 
becauſe the truce renouation begins 
there, namely at the heart andin the 
ming. Seconaly, becauſe God knew 
full well, that 1f once the inner man 
were throughly renewed, the out- 
ward man would quickly be refor- 
med. According to that ſpeech of our 


M4ar.:3.26, blefied Saujour tothe Phariſec: Thou 


blind 
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blind Phariſee, cleanſe firſt that which 
5s within the cup and platter, that the 
out(ide of them may be cleane alſs. 

Why will ye die? There is a three- 
fold death mentioned in the holy 
Scriptures : Firſt, naturall,and chart 1s 
nothing elſe bur a ſeparation for a 
time of the ſoule fromthe body. Se- 
condly, ſpirituall, and that 1s a fepa- 
ration of the ſoule from the life ot 
God. Thirdly, etcrnall, and that is a 
finall ſeparation both of body and 
{oule,from the comfortable preſence 
of God. Ot the firſt kind of death, is 
'fpoken in Heb. 9. 27.1t « appointed 
Into men to die once, Of the ſecond,is 
ſpoken in Luke 15.32. Th thy brother 
was dead,c5 ts aliue azain.Ofthe third 
is made 'mentio in Reu.21.8.The fear- 
full, and vnbeleening,cy abhominable, 
& murderers, and whoremongers,and 
ſoreerers, and idolater;, and all lyers, 
ſhall bane their payt in the lake which 

burxeth with fire and brimſtone : which 
< 
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& the ſecond death. My text 1s meant 
ofthe third kind of death : w/hy wil ye 
die? that is, why will ye incurre the 
danger of the ſecond deaih, which is 
eternall damnation both of foule and 
bodie, tobe tormented with the Di- 
vell and his Angels for euer. 

O houſe of Iſrael. By the houſe of 
Iſrael in this place, is meant the 
Church of God both among the 
Jewes andamong the Gentiles . For 
the name //rac/ 15 giuen to both peo- 
ples,in Gal.6.16. And I am fure the 
matter of the exhortation concernes 
vs Gentiles as much as euer it did the 
Jewes. Forl appeale to cucry mans 
conſcience : haue not we as great 
nced tobe exhorted to caſt away all 
our tranſgreſſions, as cuer had the 
Tewes > Haue not we as much need 
to be {tired \p to becoine new crea- 
tures, as euer had the Iewes ? Iudge 
we inour {clues. Furthermore, this 
name 4/rec/ is taken from the Patri- 
arch 
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arch 1acob, who was named Iſrael by Gen. 31.38, 
the Angell which wraſtled with him, 
becauſe asa Prince he had preuailed 
with God. And it 15a very fit name 
for all Gods people, becauſe they are 
a generation that can wraſtile with 
God in prayer, and alſo preualle. 
Thus much of the literall meaning of { 
the words. 
Caſt away all your tranſgreſſions. 
Before I come to the points of do- 
Arine which I principally aime art, 
two queſtions are firit to be anſwe- [ 
red: Firſt, whether repentancebe in a | 
mans owne power or no, becauſethe 
Church is here exhorted, asby her - 
owne action, ta caſt away her tranſ- 
"pon ag to make her ſclfe a new 
eart and a new ſpirit? And the ſe- 
cond queſtion is, whether aman haue 
free will orno? becauſc it is ſaid here, 
why will ye die,o houſe of 1ſracl? As ſees 
ming to imply, that it was inthe free 
choile of Iſrael her ſclfe,wherher ſhe 
B would 


Jer,r3.2;. 


Mat.27.3, 
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would be ſaucd or damned. 
Concerning the firſt queſtion, I an- 
ſwer, that truc repentance,or that re- 
pentance which 1s neuer to be repen- 
ted of, it isnot in mans power, but ir 
i5 the eſpecial gift of God:according 
co that in 2.Tim.2.25. /n meckneſſe_> 
inſtruiting them that oppoſe thiſclues, 
proums if Ged peraduenture will gine - 
them repentance, to the acknowledging 
of the truth. And turthermore, cucry 
vnregenerate perſonynan or woman, 
Is a very blacke More, yea a Leopard: 
and therefore as theblacke More can- 
not change his skin, nor the Leopard 
his ſpors,no more can any vnregene- 
rate perſon dogood, which is accu- 
ſtomed to do evill. We do not denie, 
but natural men and women may at- 
taine ſome degree of forrow,as /udss 
did;& ſome degree of outward humi- 


1Kio.21.29 ljation,as Ahab did; and ſome degree 
Ex00-9:7 of confeſſion,as Pharao did;and ſome 


depree of the reſtraining ſpirit , as 
Abime- 


ſatisfaction vnto men for iniuries 


done, as the ſame /#d4s did . But to Mat.:7.5- 


the ſauing ſight of ſinnc, or to the 
contrite ſpirit,which God wil not de- 
ſpiſe; or ſound inward mortification 
vnto ſin, which is by the Spirit or to 


true conſcience of (in,and louing en- | 


deuour atterrighteouſneſle:hereunto 
a mecre naturall perſon can neyer at-, 
raine by his owne naturall ſtrength. 
For it is ſpiritually, and not naturally 
attained:it is the worke of God, and 
not of man. And therefore Ephraim 
is heard bemoning himſelfe to God 


inthele termes, Twrne thou me. and [ler31.18. 


ſhallbe turned : for thou art the Lord 
my God.\Wherein he doth ſecretly ac- 
knowledge , that he had not repen- 
tance in his owne power, but that it 
was the gift of God. | 
Bur here remaineth ſhll another 
difticultic.For itmay be obiected fur- 
ther: If repentance be not in a mans 
B 2 owne 
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eAbimelech did; and ſome degree of Gen.z«.s. 
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owne power, then why doth God 
exhort vs here to caſt off all our ini- 
| quities , and to make ourſelues new 
hearts and new ſpirits? God doth not 
this becauſe he preſuppoſeth.anabi- 
lity in vs to perform that which he re- 
quireth; but becauſe he himſelt is rea- 
dy to do that for vs, which he requires 
at our hands. For the word of Godis 
not asthe word of man,to wit,a bare 
ſound or voice; but being ioyned 
with the Spirit, it oftercth grace, and 
effcctcth that in the harts of the ele 
in ſome meaſure , which it doth re- 
quire. As wereade concerning Tho- 
1145, loh.20.27.28. Chrifts word c0- 
manded Thomas not to be infidelious 
bur belecuing, and the ſame word 
wrought __ him to belceue: ſo 
that he immeduatly fell downe art Ie- 
ſus feete, and ſaid vnto him, Thouart 
my God and my Lord. 
Concerning the ſecondqueſtion, 
whichis , whether a man haue free 
| Wul, 
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will, becauſe it is ſaid, z/hywrll ye die? 
To this I anſwer , a man or woman 

may haue afreechoiſe in things ciuill 
and indifferent: thus,if any one be in- 
uited to a fealt,he is at his own choilſe 
whether he will go or no; andif he 

o, hes at his owne choife of what 
diſhes he wil taſte or cate: according 
to that in 1.Cor.10.27. 1f any one that 
beleeucth not,hid thee to a feaſt; and if 
thou wilt 20 xc. Butro makechoile, 
Or to retuſe to go to a feaſt, or to 
wake choiſe to teed moderately tor 
conſcience ſake, or for Gods glorie, 
this is immediatly fro God the toun- 


taine of all holinefle . For we are mot x Cor, 


(uf ficient to thinke any thing as of our 
ſelues, but our ſuffictencte_ is of God. 
Again, that a Chriſtian hath in ſome 
meaſure a freed will after converſion, 
though nor an abſolute free will, we 
do not gainſay : for Chriſt came #0 


proclatme libertic to the captiues , and Elan STt. 


the opening of the priſon to them that 
Po 
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2,Cor.3.17 gre bound. And where the Spirit of the 


Phil.2.13. 


Gen.6.5. 


' Lord ts, there is libertie. But to ſay, 


that a man hath abſolute ftreedome, 
andthat he hath power of himſclfe, 
without the Spirit, to will that which 
is good,and tonill that which is cuil; 
to affirme this we cannot. Foy it 5 God 
which giueth both towill and to ao, of 
his good pleaſure. We have not free 
will before conucr{10n: For euery 1m4- 
gination of the thouzhts of our hearts 
arc oncly euill continually. And,invs, 


Rom.7.13.chat is, in our fleſh, 4b/deth nothing 


which ss good. Neither hauc we free 


Joh. 15-5.4 will after conucrſion : For w:thout 


Chriſt can we ao nothing. And, As the 
branch cannot beare fruite of it ſelfe > 
except it abide in the Uine_, 110 more 
can we,except we abiae in Chriſt, 


And therefore we Chriſtians haue 


mit cauſe to reiect the doctrine of 
Poperie , as in other points funda- 
mentall, as namely in the dodrine of 
iuſtification by a mans owne merits; 


and 
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and in the doctrine of praying, or gi- 
ving diuine worſhip vnto Saints and 
Angels; and inthe doQtrine of Pur- 
gatorie; and in the doctrine of the 
Popes authoritie to difpenle with fin, 
ot to forgiue ſin; in the doctrine of 
Tranfſubſtanrtiation; in the doctrine 
of the Popes power to dethrone 
Chriſtian Kings, &c. As we haue, I 
ſay, wſt caute torcteH thele vaine in- 
_uventions, with innumerable other 
Anticlriſtian traditions : ſo likewiſe 
we haue tuſt cauſe to diſſent from the 
Papiits and new vpſtart Arminians 
in the doctrine of Free will. And the 
doctrine of Free will, in that ſence as 
it is maintained by Papiſts and Armi- 
nians. is fo much the more to be ab- 
horred : firſt becauſe it denicth the 
doctrine of the crernall truth of God 
concerning election and reproba- 
tion; maivtaining that one perſon 
is not clected more then another,cx- 
cept ithe for foreſeenc faith or fore- 
B 4 leene 
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feene workes. Contrary vnto that in 
Rom.g.11. For the children being net 
yet borne, neither hauing done any good 
or euill, that the purpoſe of God accor- 
ding to eleftion might ſtand , not of 
workes, but of him that calleth, it was 
ſaid unto her, The elder ſhall ſerue the 
nonger : as it iswritten , latob bane 1 
loued, and Eſau haue 1 hated. 
Secondly, the doctrine of freewill 
is ſo much the more to be reiected, 
| becauſe ir derogates fromthe gloric 
of God, and maketh a man his owne 
fauiour: for if a man haue abſolute 
power of himſfelfe, by his owne will 
to be {aued or damned, then if he be 
faued, he may thanke himſelf and 
not God. Thirdly, ifthe doctrine of 
freewill were recciued, then we muſt 
alſo grant, that there is no aſſurance 
of ſaluation in this life : contrary to 
that in 2.Pet. 1.10. Hake your calling 
and election ſure. Yeawemulſt grant 
allo, that a Chriſtian might fall fi- 
nally 
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nally and torally from ſauing grace: 
contrary tothat in Math. 16. 18. The 
gates of hell ſhall not preuaile, cc. and 
thus one grofſe abſurdiry being 
granted, a thouſand would follow. 
The reaſon therctore that God ex- 
poſtulates thus with his Church,hy 
will ye dje? is nor to implic any free- 
will in vs, but rather to intimate a 
great frowardnefle in vs vnto that 
which is good, and a deſperate for- 
wardnefle and pronenefle vnto that 
which is cuill. hy willye de? thatis, 
why will ye deſperately reſiſt the Spi- 
rit when he offers grace vnto you? 
and why will ye wiltully ruth 1nto 
finne as the horſe into the barrell, 
and ſo incurre the danger of damna- 
tion, when ye are ſufficiently fore- 
warned?Thus much for the meaning 
of the words and matter. | 
Caſt away from you all your tranſ- 
gre//1ons. 1 purpole not to collett all 
the doctrines which I might _ of 
is 
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thitexr, becauſe the time would be 


| tooſhort for ſo large a diſcourle. I 


will therefore (if God will)infiſt one- 
ly vpon ſuch points as ſtand beſt with 
the ſcope. of the holy Ghoſt in this 
rext or portion of Scripture , and- 
which 1 think to be the moſt neceſſa- 
ry doctrines concerning the time 
and place. nn | 
Caſt away from you all your tranſ- 
ere//:zons.\Vhere note, that it is not 
faid, lay by all your tranſgreſſions tor 
a time, but caſt them away. Againe, 
it is not ſaid,calt away ſome of your 
tranſgreſſions, or ſuch tranſgreſſions 
which you can belt {pare , but caſt a- 
way all, euen to your very infirmi- 
tiES, | 
Whence obſerue we , That 4 true 
enitent ſinner muſt not not fauour or 
allow himſelfe_> in any ſinne or tranſ- 
greſſion whatſocuer , but he muſt be 
content to part with all, yea with his 
beſt-belowed ſinnes: he muſt caſt a- 
way 
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way all his tranſgreſſions whereby he 
hatch cranſgrefled. 

For the proofe of which point, I 
commend vnto you theſe places of 
Scripture following: 

Ezechiel 18. 3o. Repent and turne 
your ſelues from all your tranſereſſions, 
ſo tniquitie ſhall yet be your ruine. 

Math. 18. 8.9. wherefore if thy 
hand or.thy foete offend thee, cut them 
off, and caſt them (om thee : it u better 
for thee to enter imto life halt or maz- 
med, rather then hauznz two hands or 
two feete to be cait into euerlaſting fire. 
And if thine eye offend thee , prone zt 
out, and caſt it from thee: it us better for 
thee to enter into life with one eye, ra: 
ther then hauing two eyes tobe caſt into 
bell fire. 

2. Cor.7.1. Hawing therefore theſe 
promiſes(dearely beloyea)let v5 cleanſe 
our ſelues from all filthineſſe of the fleſh 
and ſpirit, perfettins hilineſſe in the 
feare of God, | 

Heb. 
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Heb. 12. 1. wherefore [ceing weare 
compaſſed about with ſo great acloud of 
witneſſes,let vs lay aſide eueryweight, 
and the [inne which doth ſo eaſily E et 
vs,and let Us runne with patience the 
race that « ſet before vs. 

By all which places ofholy Scrip- 
eures, and by many other, it is cleare 
and manifeſt, that it will nor ſerue 


our turnes, to forſake ſome ſinnes vp- . 


ponourconuerſion, but we muſt be 
content to part with all, yca with our 


beſt beloued ſinnes. 


For further euidencing of this ne- 


ceſſary truth, conſider we the exam- 
ples of former Conuerts: when the 


1.Cor.6.9 Corinthians were conuerted , they 


waſhed themſclues by the cleane wa- 
ters of Gods Spirit, from their vn- 
cleanneſle , rhett , couctouſnefle, re- 
uilings, extortionszand the like. 
Vhen the Theſlalonians were 


ſerue the true and lining Goa, xd to = 


x.Theſ.1.9. conuerted , they turned from pn 6 
looke. 


\ 
s 
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fooke for his Sonne from heauen. And 
fo for particular perſons. 

When Mathew was conuerted,he Mab.g.s, 
left the receipt of cuſtome : when 
Zaccheus was conuerted, he left his Luke 19.8. 
forged cauillation : when the hard 
hearted iaylour was conuerted, he a&.s.z3. 
ceaſled to deale cruelly with poore 
priſoners: when Moſes was conuer- 
red, he abhorred the vanities of Pba- Heb.rr,33. 
ra0es Courts 

By all which examples and many zeaſon 1. 
other mentioned in the word of 
God, it iFeuident that a true Con- 
uert or penitent perſon muſt turne, 
not from ſome, but from all his 
linnes. 

And great reaſon there is that a 
man or woman ſhould turne fromall 
iniquirtie. 

Firſt,inreſpe& of God himſelfe, for 
Jehouah is a God of purer eyes then to be- Hab.1, 13. 
hold eaill, he cannot looke oniniquitie, 
as faith the Prophet, He abhorreth all 
| inquitie, 
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iniquitie, his tealouſie ſmoaketh a- 
gainſt all finne, and eſpecially againſt 
thatfinne after which we haue gone 
awhoring from Gad. Andrtheretore 
whoſocuer they be that deſire to get 
into Gods fauour,, they muſt of ne- 
ceſſitie forſake their beloued ſinne, 
which is Gods corriuall. 

Secondly, a Chriſtian muſt for- 
ſake all finne, For euery /inne_ 75 
the tranſereſſion of the Law: and he 
that ſhall keepe the whole Law, and yet 
offendeth in one point he us guiltte of all. 
For howſocuer he breakes not cuery 
linke of the chaine by this or thar 
particular ſinne , yer he may be truly 
ſaid to breake the chaine,if he breake 
any linke ar all ofir. Sothatthough 
a man ſinne not particularly againſt 
euery Commandement, yet by fa- 
uouring and allowing himſelfe in 
this orthat particular breach of the 
Law, he is guiltic of the breach of all 
Gods Commandements, becauſe he 
offen- 
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offendeth againſt the authoritie and 
intcgritic of the whole Law. And 
-thertore whoſoeuer they be that love 
and reſpe&t Gods Law, they muſt of 
neceflitie breake off their beloued 
ſinnes.» For the ſound loue of the 
word and the loue of {inne, can no 
more ſtand together then the Atke 


and Da 207, 


Thirdly, a Chriſtian muſt forſake xe:61 ;. 


all ſinne 1n reſpect of finne it ſelfe. 
For what is any ſinne but the very 


worke of the diuell? and therefore to ..job.z.1. 


be abhorred. What is any finne bur 


a fruite of the filthy fleſh? and there- 6a. s.:5. 


fore worthy tobe hatred. Yea what is 
any ſinne but very filchineſle it ſelfe? 
as itis termed 2. Cor. 7. 1. Yea what 
is any ſinne but the vomit of a dog 
and filthy mire? as Peter phraſeth it 
in his 2.Epiſtle 2.Chapter:andrhere- 
fore whatiuſt cauſe hath cuery Chri- 
ſtian to forſake and abandon all 


ſinne ? 


Fourthly, 


W—_ 
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Reaſons, Fourthly , euery Chriſtian ought 
to forſake all ſinne , yea even his be- 
loucd ſinne, in reſpect of the danger 
that will accrue vnto him, if he do 
not forſake it. He that will not for- 

| ſake his ſinne,he remaineth vnder the 
Rom.1.18. Wrath of God, For the wrath of God is 
reuealed from heauen x 0 all un- 
godlineſſe and wnrighteouſneſſe of 
men. He that will not forſake his fin, 
he is continually ſubie& to Gods 
Pal. 68.21, VENgeance in this world, for God will 
wound the hairie ſcalpe of ſuch an one 
as goeth on in hi wickedneſſe. He that 
will not forſake his ſinne, he ſhall ne- 
uer enter into the kingdomeot hea- 
uen, according to that in Gal.5.21. 
Of which 1tell you before, as I haut alſo 
told you before,that they which do (uch 
#hi-zgs ſhall not inherite the kingdome 
of God, Laſtly, he which will not for- 
ſake his beloucd finne, he ſhall be 
ſure to haue his portion in the lake 
Reu.ars, that burneth with fire and — 

C 
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he ſhall not be able ro ſtand in tudge- Pll.r.5. 
ment, yea he ſhall defire the very 
mountaincs to fall vpon him,to hide 
him from the wrath of the Lambe. 
And theretore whoſocuer they be 
that defire to eſcape theſe dangers, 
Mey mult of necctic breake off 
thcir beloued l{innes. | 

Fiftly, eucry Chriſtian ought to 5-Reafn. 
breake off his bclouved ſtnne in re- 
ſpe& of the good which he ſhall 
reapethereby: and the true Chriſtian 
ſhall receiue infinite bevefice by the 
torſaking of ſinne. For fuſt,afhe will 
rouch no vncleane thing, God wilh».Cor.6.17 
recciue him tor his child. 

Secondly, it be will forfake all his 
ſinnes, he ſhall bz made fit for Gods 
tcruice, as tor prayer , hearing Gods 
word , recctuing the Sacrament : 
whereas otherwiſe if he forſake not 
{1ane, he is voht for all theſesfor if we 
regard wickedneile in' our hearts, P:4l.55.18. 
God will not regard our ſeeming de- 
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uotion, but it is abhomination to 
him. 

Thirdly, ifa Chriſtian will forſake 
his beloued ſinne,heſhall haue peace 
of conſcience , which he ſhall neuer 
hauec vnleſſe he forfake his finne. For 

lay 57.214 there is n0 peace to the wicked, ſaith my 
God. 

Fourthly,if a Chriſtian forſake his 

ſinne, he ſhall profite by the word; 
Luke 8.14. wheras otherwiſe the word is choked 
by the venime of his beloucd ſinne. 

Fiftly , if a Chriſtian forſake his 

2y 4.35, fine, he ſhall haue fellowſhip with 
God and ioy in the holy Ghoſt; 
whereas if he forſake nor his ſinne,he 

Eph. 2.12, Femaineth analien 70 God; and in ve- 
ry lauzhter his heart ſhallbe ſorrowfull. 
Pro.14.13- Ry | 

Sixtly, ifa Chriſtian forſake his 
beloued finne , he ſhall approue the 
truth of his repentance, whereas o- 
therwiſe his repentance is no better 

then the repentance of Herod. For 
Cf Herod 


Herod was content to do many jake 6. 
things at the preacbing of /oh1 Bap- 
t:t,bur he would not torſake his He- 
rodias : and therefore his obedience 

was no obedience, and his repen- 

tance NO rEPentance. 

But doth not the r:ghtrows man 1.0 edion, 
fall ſeaen times a day? and do we nox Pro. 24.16, 
in many things offend all? are we not 1am. z.2. 
all ſinners? is there any man thar li- 
ueth and finneth nor ? Therefore 
whart neceflicic is there that any man 
ſhould endeuour to purge himſclfe 
from all finne ? 

Ir is very true that we are all ſin- 4% 


ners, For if we ſay we hawe 0 [inme, 1.lohn 1.8, 


we lie, and ſpeake not the truth , bur 
there is great difference berwixr 
{innes of infiraffie wheteunto the 
children of God are ſubic&, and ſins 
of preſumption whereunto the wic- 

ked are giuen. | | 
Firſt, finnes of infirmitic are com- 
mitted vpon the ſudden, by preſent 
2 and 
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and vnexpeced temptation, as we 
ſectntheexample of Dautid,Plal.116. 
II. / ſaid enmyhaſte, all men are liers. 
But a ſinne of preſumption is com- 
mitted with premeditation and plot- 
ting.For the wicked deuiſeth mi(chicfe 
vpon hu bed ; he ſetteth himſelfe vpon 
4 way that #4 not good, ec. Plal.36.4. 
Secondly, a finne of infirmiie is 
done vnwillingly with much ſtriving 
againſt the fleſh , yea with the very 
hatred of the \1nne committed: as we | 
{ce inthe example of bleſſed Paul, 
Rom:7.15.That which 1 do,1 allow not: 
for whas 1 would, that 1 do mot >, but 
what 1 hate ,that do I. Whercas on 
the contrary, a finne of preſumption 
ts comnutted willingly: 4 with the 
whole hearr, with great delight, yea 
even with greedincſle, Ephel: 4.19. 
wha being paſt feeling, haus.2 ginen 
themſelucs oner unto la{ciutonſneſſe_: 
to worke all wncleaneneſſe with greed!t- 


neſſe. 
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Thirdly, a finne of infirmitic 1s 
commonly committed inthings of a 
lower nature. For few ofthe children ' 
of God after conuerſion ( as I ſup- 
poſe ) do fall fo groſly as did Dauid 
and Peter. The child of God atter re- ' 
generation may be aſſailed with euill 
choughts, and may be ſubiet to like 
paſſions as others are: yea idle words 
may ſometimes flip from them ar 
vnawares, and foine failings there 
may be in their actions and dealings: 
and they may allo come ſhort inthe 
well performing of holy duties and 


. thelike. Buta ſinne of preſumption 


is vſually committed with an high 
hand ingrofle matters. Rom. 3.13. 
Their throate is an open ſepulcher zwith 
their tongues they haue wſcd decert, 
the poyſon of aſþes ts under their lips : 
whoſe mouth 1s full of curſing and bit- 
terneſſe , their feete are ſwift to ſhed 

bloud, ec. | 
Fourtbly, a ſinne of infirmitie 1s 
G72 com- 
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commonly of ignorance , as was the 

ſinne of Peter when raſhly he defired 

that three Tabernacles might be 

made, one for Chriſt, one for 710- 

Mak 9.6. ſes, and one for Elias , not knowing 

what he ſaid ; whereas a ſinne of pre- 

ſumption is alwayes againſt the light 

of knowledge. For the wicked kxow- 

ing the indgement of God (that they 

which do [uch things are_- worthy of 
death ) not oncly do the ſame, but haue 
pleaſure in them that do them. Rom. 
I. 32. 
Fifty, a ſinne of infirmitic when 
it is knowne, tt is preſently repented 
of, and is more carctully ſhunned 
and bewar'd of forthe time to come: 
as we lee in che example of holy ob, 
in his fortieth chapter,and fourth and 
fifth verſes : who perceiving thathe 
had bene too bold with God, pre- 
ſently vpon the ſight of his finne 
breaketh out into theſe termes of re- 
pentance , Behold 1 am vile, what ſhall 
7 
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1 anſwer thee ? Twill lay my hand vpor: 
my mouth, once haue 1 ſpoken,but 1 will 
not anſwer againe: yea twiſe, but I will 
proceed no further. \Whereas on the 
contrary a ſinne of preſumption is 
commonly made a trade of,and con- 
tinued in , yea many times defended 


. - and boaſted of. Thechildren of 1/raec! 


made a trade of prouoking God vn- 
co anger in the wilderneſle, and con- 
tinued therein fortie yeares, Plal. 95. 
Io. The wicked idolaters offer tode- 
fend their offering of cakes to the 
Queene of heauen, Ter. 44. 17. And 

the ungodly boaſteth of his hearts de- 
fire. Plal. 10.3. 
Now therefore conſidering what 
great difference there is betwixt ſins 
of infirmitie and ſinncs of preſump- 
tion, let no man deceiue himſfelfe in 
being encouraged to live in his 
groſle {innes of preſumprion,becauſe 
the true children of God, ſore a- 
ainſi their wils , are ſubieto many 
C4 ſlips 
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{lips and imperteCtions. | 

I am convinced in my conſcience 
(may ſome ſay ) that I ought to live 
berrerthenlI do, and that I ought to 
breake off my beſt-beloucd finnes : 
but may I not do this hereafter? what 
neceſlitie is there of preſent amend- 
ment? To this I anſwer: Itis not for 
thee (my poore brother) ro pur off * 
thy repentance from day to day; and - 
that for diverſe weightic reaſons. 

Firſt, becauſe God himſelfe callerh 
vpon thee for preſent repentance: To 
day if ye will heare his voyce, harden 
not your hearts, as inthe prouocation; 
and inthe day of temptation in the w1l- 
aderneſſe. 

Secondly , becauſe through pro- 
craſtinationthine heart may be made 
hard and 1T penitent, as is iwplied in 
Heb. 3.13. Exhort one another daily, 
while it is called to day , leſt any of you 


' behardened through the aeceitfulneſſe 


of ſinne. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, becauſe thy life is fraile 
and vncertaine; thou knoweſt nor 
what a day may bring forth; thou 
mayeſt be alive and in healthto day, 
and dead and buricd by ro morrow: 
therefore it bchoueth thee to repent 
whileſt thou haſt yer riume. 

Fourthly, there be (no doubt)mul- 
titudes at this inſtant in hell fice for 
deterring their repentance, notwirh- 
ſtanding that they purpoſed, as thou - 
doeſt,to repent hereafter. And there- 
fore,lcſt thou be like ſuch fooliſh vir- 
gins, and leſtthou alſo come to that 
| uy of torment, thou muſt not one- 

y repent, and caſt away all thy tran(- 
greſſions whereby thou haſt tranſ- 
ereſſed;but this thou muſt do to day, 
without any minutes procraſtina- 
tion. 


I am content ( will ſome haply 3-9%:. 


ſay) to part with whatſocuer I am 
conuinced of to be a ſinne; but how 
ſhallI be conuinced of finne, or by 

| what 
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what meanes may I come to find out 
my beloued ſinne? I anſwer, if thou 
knoweſt nor (my Chriſtian brother) 
thy beloued ſinne, which euery man 
doth more eaſily know then forſake, 
take theſe few direCtions for the fin- 
ding out of thy ſinne : 

Firſt, pray vnto God (but pray fer- 
uently, and inthe name of Chriſt) 
that he would vouchſafe to diſcouer 
vnto thee thy ſins. For it isthe Spirit 


tobn 16.8, of God which conurnceth the world of 


femne; and he is that eye-ſalue which 


muſt cauſe thee to ſee. 

Secondly, thou muſt be very con- 
uerfant in Gods word,buteſpecially 
in tae reading of the Law of Cod: 


Rem.3.30 for by the Law cometh the knowledge 
lam.1.23. of /m. And the Law is that true cri- 


ſtall glaſſe, wherein thou mayeſt diſ- 
cerne and ſee thy vgly deformities. 
Thirdly, thou muſt carefully ob- 
ferue the checkes of thy conſcience. 
For if thou haſt not feared thy con- 
ſcience; 


a 
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ſcience with an hote iron, it will ar 
one time or other checke thee for thy 
beloued ſinne ; and thine owne heart 
will ſmitc thee,as Dazrds heart ſmote 
him, when he had cut off the lap of 
Sauls garment. 

Fourthly,thou muſt be content to 
ſuffer the word of exhortation from 
thy Miniſter, from thy friend, yea 
from thy very enemy, if thou deſwreſt 
to cometo the ſight of thy ſin. Many 
times others ſee more in vs, then we 
can (ce in our ſelues. How came Da- 


«id to the ſight of his fin, but by Na- 2.5am.14. 


thanthe Prophet his miniſtery? 


Now hauing proued vnto you at yr. 


large the truth of the dorine,name- 
ly,that a true conuert muſt turne,not 
from ſome, but from all his ſins : the 
vie of the point is, firſt ro condemne 
the practiſe of groſle hypocrites, vn- 


to whom ſin is{weet,and they hide it lob 20.12, 


vnder their tongues: which with Sen! - 
ſpare their fat ſinnes of pleaſure and 
profit; 
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rofic; and learne of Naamar to fay, 
por be merciful vnto vs in theſe ſins; 
when in the meane time they neuer 
meane toforſake them . But I leaue 
ſuch to their 1uſt condemnation, vn- 
leflethey repent. 

Secondly it ferues for exhorration, 
ro excite euery one of you, and mine 
owne ſoule allo,to forſake all fin. Let 
Miniſters learne to beware of falſe 
doctrine,and bad example,leſt many 
therby be dcfiled. Let Lawyers leame 
to beware of bribes,to peruert iudge- 
ment and iuſtice . Let Magiſtrates 
learne to beware of roo much ſeuc- 
ritie towards ſome , and of too much 
partialitic rowards others. Let tradeſ- 
men learne to breake off all fraud and 
deceit, and all ſhametull ſecret cor- 
ruprtions of their particular callings. 
In a word,let euery man and woman, 
rich and poore, yong & old, one and 
other, learne to caſt off all their tranſ- 
ereſſions, whereby they haue tranf- 
grefled. 
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preſſed. And that we may obraine 
the happie victory againſt our eſpe- 
ciall corruptions , theſe rules are to 
be obſerued with all carefulneſle. 
Firſt, we muſt daily examine our 
ſclues : tor thus ſaith the Lord of | 
hoaſts by the Prophet, Con/2der your Aggt 13. 
wayes; and by his beloued Diſciple, 
Remember from whence thou art fallen. Reu.?.5. 
Secondly, we mult daily confeſle 
them, andbemoane our (clues daily 
for them ro God; yca we mult con- 
demne our ſelues for them , and dc- 
{ire ſtrength againſt chem by prayer. 
All this did Paw! for the remouing of 
the meſſenger of Satan , which was 2.Cor.:2.; 
ſent to buffer him, 2.Cor.12.7. 
Thirdly, we muſt daily renew our 
covenant with God, vowing againſt 
our fins, as Dawrd did; / bane ſworne, Plalrtg. 
and will performe it, that 1 will keepe '**: 
thy righteous indgements. A reſolute 
VOW and ſtedfaſt reſolutton,are nota- 
lc preſernatiues againlt all fione. 
Foutrthly, 


. 
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Fourthly, we muſt be very con- 
uerſant in the vic of Gods ordinan- 
ces, to wit, of praying, aduiſed rea- 
ding, frequent hearing, prepared re- 
ceiuing ofthe Lords Supper, &c. Di- 
ligence in theſe things 1s an eſpeciall 
meanes, with the helpe of Gods Spi- 
rit, to mortifie any ſinne. 
Fiftly, we muſt auoid the compa- 
nic of ſuch as haue bene the inſtru- 
ments of Satan formerly to allure vs 
to (m. For in vaine ſhall we purpoſe 
to keepe the commandements of our 
God,vnlefſe with Dauzd we ſay to our 


Pang Bracflefie companions, Depart from 


me ye wicked. 

Thirdly, con{1dering that all finne 
mult becaſt off, ir may ſerue more 
particularly for the inſtruCtion borh 
of Miniſters and Magiſtrates . Of vs 
Miſters;we muſt hereby be excited 
to take diligent notice ot the ſinnes 
that reigne 1nthis land, and eſpecially 
amongſt that people of which _ 
hat 


} 
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hath made vs ouecrlcers : and let vs 
without reſpe& of perſons endeuour 
co ſubdue all ſin. Let vs not feare the 
rich,nor fauour our benefactors. Let 
vs not deſire to ſpeak pleaſing things, 


bur profitable things. Letvs cauſe /e- Ezck.16.:, 


ruſalem to know all her abhominations. 
Let vs deliuer our {clues from bloud- 
guiltineſſe,by giuing warning; and ſo 


when the chiefe Shepheard ſhal appeare, 1.tg.s.4. 


we ſhall receeue the crowne of elorie_3, 

which fadeth not away. | 
Secondly, this may ſecrue for the 

inſtruction of all fuch as are in autho- 


 ritie eitherin Church or Common- 


wealth: they muſt labour to ſuppreſie 
ro their power all fin; but eſpecially 
ſuch fins as reigne in this Land, and 
inthis famous Citic of Lexdox. Ler 
Eccleſiaſtical power ſupprefle all he- 
refie and ſchiſme, ſuch as are Popery, 
Arminianiſme, Anabaptiſme, Fami- 
liſme, deprauing of the Sabbath, and 
ſuch like.Ler the maintainers of theſe 
curled 
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curſed ſects be ſharply cenſured, and 
ſought out, anddiligently enquired 
after. Lettheſe skulking foxes be ta- 
ken; fortheſe are they that ſpoile this 
vine, perſwading vnſtable ſoules to 
deſperate ſeparation. 

Here likewiſe let the ſecular Magi- 
ſtrate learne to ſuppreſle and puniſh 
the groſſcabuſcs of the time, ſuch as 
are , ſwearing , Sabbath-breaking , 
theft,whoredome.drunkenneſle,idle- 
SH neſle, and innumerable other.For be- 
| Ecdlel..112 64nſe ſentence againit an ewill worke— 
| # not ſpeedily executed, therefore the 
 heartof the ſonnes of men us. fully ſet in 
| them to do eurl. Let Magiſtrates learne 

of X ebuchadnet247 to puniſh {wea- 
rers and blaſphemers; tor ite (though 
an heathen) wade a {viemne decree, 
' That exerypeople nation aud !anguare, 
which ſhould ſpeake any thing amiſſe 
azainſt the God of Shatrach, Meſhech, 
and Abeaneeo, ſhoald be cut in peeces, 
4nd their houſes ſhould be made 4 _ 
IH, 


> 


' IJag. 4.4% 


3% » AS. 0k. tt. PN. MG: 9, BARS. Eo WOT, 


Crnarvae. 4x 


' hill. Surely this heathen man may 


juſtly riſe vp in iudgement againſt vs 
profeſſed Chriſtians, in that we ſuffer 
the glorious and fearefull Name of 
God, and the precious bloud and ſa- 
cred wounds of Ieſus Chriſt,fo com- 
monly and ordinarily to be profa- 
ned and blaſpnemed.Let Magittrates 


learne of Nehemiah to be zealous Neh.rg.zr, 


for the Lords Sabbath; that as he 
threatned tolay hands on all ſuch as 
broke the Sabbath by their ſelling 
wares on that bleſſed day , fo they 
would take notice of the profana- 
tion of the Sabbath in euery kinde, 


| and labour to ſupprefſe all abu- 


ſes, and not to giue the leaſt rol- 
leration at the requeſt of any , for 
any carnall libertie : knowing the 
ill diſpoſition of mans nature, that 
if it haue an inch, it will rake an elne. 
Ler Magiſtrates therefore learne of 


Phinees,to execute ſcucre iudgement Pſal, r06, 


vpon the adulterer and the whore. 3% 


Ler 
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Let them not winke at filthy houſes, 
nor ſtreere and field adulteries, but 
lJerthem take with Phinees the jauc- 
line of iuſtice, and ſuppreſlſe theſe 
ofſe enormities for the whichthe 
Bol mourneth. Let Magiſtrates 
learne to ſuppreſſe all deceit among 
tradeſmen , and let them nor ſuffer 
cherhroate ofrhe Common-wealch 
to be vnnaturally cut by her owne 
children nor by ſtrangers. Let Magi- 
ſtrates learne to ſuppreſle that com- 
mon and ordinarie {inne of drunken- 
nefſe,, and for the ſame purpoſe to 
ſuppreſſe rhe ſuperfluous number of , 
Tauernes and Alchouſes, which too 
ordinarily arc houſes of diſorder and 
cages of vncleane birds; and let them 
ſtrengthen the hands of vnder-ofh- 
cers, which may narrowly looke vnto 
rhe abuſes and diſorders of ſuch pla- 
ces. Let Magiſtrates learne to ſup- 
preſſe the Sodomiticall ſinne of idle- 
neſſe, and therefore letthem ende+ 
UOUL 
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uour to reſtraine thoſe ſturdy beg- 
gers which are able to worke, and wil 
not; and for this purpoſe letthem re- 
metnber the rule of the bleſſed Apo- / 
tle, 1f there be any that will not worke, Thi. 
let him not eate. And here I wiſh that 1e- 
a more Chriſtian care might be ta- 
ken of certaine poore children,which 
take vp their lodging in the cold 
ſtreets, and many of thera are found 
dead in the morning. I pray God 
their bloud be not one day required 
at the hands of choſe that ſhould ſee 
theſe things reformed. In a word (be- 
cauſe time would be too ſhort ro en- 
ter vpon all particulars, ) let Magi- 
ſtrates learne of Dauid , to deſtroy all Plal.10: * 
the wicked of the land, that they may 
cut off all wicked doers from the Ci- 
tie of the Lord, And tor the fame pur- 
pole let them hauc an eſpeciall care 
of the choſe of vnder-officers, for Exod.18.. 
the bad choiſe of them is the bane of 
all iuſtice. 
D 2 Faouwthly 
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Fourthly and laſtly , conſidering 
thata true Conuert muſt caſt away 
all his tranſgreſſions, thereforelertthe 

ofane ſtageplayer forſake his vn- 
awfull yourh-pollucing trade, and 
berake himſelfe ro ſome lawfull cal- 
ling : remembring that euery Chri- 
Epb.4.:8. ſtian is bound ts worke with his hands 
. thething which is 200d. Let the ſcoffer 

at religion and religious perſons, 

which cries downe all holinefle and 

feare of God vnder the colour of a 

hell inuented nick-name.,ceafſe from 

Elay 28-2 his Iſmaclitiſh mocking,/eſt his bond's 
 encreaſe 2. Letthecouctous perſon 
ceaſle from his couetouſneſle , conſi- 

dering thar it is not frugality or good 
husbandry, as the diueſ would make 

Col. 3.5. him belceue ) but it is 7dolatrie 5 odi- 
Pial.19.3- ous to God, hatefull ro men, and in 
L.Cor.6.19;: ſelke damnable, as the Scripture 
ſpeaketh.Let the proud perſon ceaſle 
fcom pride, borh in heart and coun- 
renance , and ſpeech, and —_— 
| oth 
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' bothinreſpeCt of outward gifts and ” - : 
inward gifts; andthe rather, firſt be- 
cauſe pride is one of the f1xe things Pro. 6.17. 
which Gad abhorreth: Secondly, be- 
cauſe God will viſite the fin of pride 
in apparell cuen in Princes children, Zeph.1.8. 
and much more in others which will 
content themſelues with no faſhion 
in apparell, nor with any natural 
countenance, but will needs haue a 
painted face of their owne making , 
becauſe they like it better to be hke 
vnto that ſtrumper /eſ2bel, then ro ****-939 
conforme themſelues after the mo- 
deſt manner of holy women. Letche 
malicious perſon ceaſle from his ma- 
lice, knowing that it is murder inthe 1-lob.z.r4. 
ſight of God; ler him ceaſle to hate 
his brother in his heart; let him ceaſſe 
to curſe another, leſt it light vpon Pal.r0g.17 
himſelfe ; let hing ceafſe ro ſecke re- 
uenge, either cunningly or openly, 
either vnder pretence of law or o- 
therwiſe, knowing that vengance be- 
"42 longs 
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Rom.ra.19 longs to God, and be will repay.Let the 


deceitfull perſon ceafſeto liue by his 
wits (as he termes it,)let him not ger 
his liuing by carding , dicing , bow- 
ling, coſening , periuring, and ſuch 
like forged cauillation; knowingrthat 


2 The(.4.6. God is _ of all ſuch things . Let 


the vſurer learne to forſake his vſury 
though itbe a gainefull ſinne. 

Firſt, becauſe he hath no warrant 
for his practiſe from any oneplace of 
Gods word truly and faithfully vn- 

ſtood. 

Secondly, becauſe the word of 
God, doth expreſly condemne his | 
praCtiſe in diuerſe places, as in Pſal. 
15.5. Ezckiel 18.13. Luke 6. 35. and 
in mzny other texts of holy Scrip- 
rure. 

Thirdly,becauſe it is a matter of c- 
uill report, and euer was ſo, both a- 
mong(t Chriſtians and heathens. 

Fourthly,becauſe it is maintained 
with a trembling conſcience : many 
viurers 


CrrATVRE. 47 


+ vſurers doubting , ſome vpon their 


death-beds repenting , and others af- 
ter-conuerſion turning from the pra- 
Riſe of viuty , acknowledging that 
when they were vſurers, they were in 
the way to hell and deſtruCtion. 

Fifth , becauſe the vſurer liues by 
the ſiveate of another mans browes, 
whereas it were Chriſtian honeſtic 
for a man to live by his owne labour. 

Sixtly, becauſe vſury is the cauſe 
of idleneſſe, it is the cauſe that men 
giue ouer their lawfull trades and 
commendable employment in the 


common wealth,and hue idlely; or 


elſe giue themſclues to running to 
ſtageplayes , or bowling , or vicious 
life, or to ſuch like epicuriſme. 

I do not purpole ſolemnly to han- 
dlethis controuerſic concerning vſu- 
ry in this ſhort Treatiſe. For other- 
wiſe I would ſee what could be plea- 
ded for this Baall , and would cafily 
( as I hope ) giue a Chriſtian anſwer 

D 4 vnto 
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vnto ſuch as defire not to be conten- 
tious , but ro bereſolued in the caſe 
of their conſcience. But I may not 
ſtand vpon this pointar large ar this 
time. Irather aime to ſpeake at large 
ypon the point of vſury if I liuc ro 
come to the handling of the cight 
Commandement, whereof vſury is a 
breach. In a word, let the factious 
perſon auoid ſchilme,& let him pray 
for, andendeuour the peace of Ieru- 
ſalem. Let the hypocrite auoide his 
hypocrifie, knowing that God is not 
mocked, yea let him be aſſured that 


Eccl13.14. God w:ll bring allthings to indgement, 


yea euery ſecret [inne. Let the ſlande- 
rer ceafſe from (landering , knowin 
that he which ſmiteth his brother ſe- 
cretly i accurſed. Let vs all caſt away 
all our tranſgreſſions whereby we 
bauc tranſgreſſed. Thus much of the 
firſt doarine or inſtrution. 


And make you a new heart and 4 
mew 
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wew ſpirit. Now we come tothe ſe- 
cond branch of the diuine coun- 
ſell given vnto the Church in- this 
rext: and that is the grace which 
the Church muſt labour for, to wit, 
anew heart and a new ſpirit. And 
the dofrine hence to benorted, is, 


that It # the part and dutic of eurry 1. Dofrine 


true Conuert , not onely not to fauour 
himſelfe in any one corruption whatſ0- 
euers, but alſo he muſt become a new 
creature in true ſauing grace. And this 
bleſſed renouation muſt not onely be 
inthe reforming of the outward man, 
as of the ſpeech, countenance, appa- 
rell, behauiour, and ſuch like; bur ir 
muſt be'in che inner man, inthe vn- 
derſtanding, memory ,will,affeftions 
and conſcience:it muſt be in the heart 
and in the ſpirit. For indeed God re- 


quireth truth in the inward parts. And Pal. 51.6. 


howſocuer man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, andcontents him- 


heard. 


ſelfe with it , yet God beholderh rhe 15am. 16.9 


Toh. 4.24« 
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beert.No ſervice will pleaſe God,vn- 
lefle it be an ſpirit andtrath. To this 
purpoſe alſo Paul ſpeaketh notably 
in Epheſ.g. 22. That ye put off concer- 


ning the former conuerſation, the old 


man, which is corrupt according tothe 
aeceitfull laſts, and be renewed in the 
ſpirit of your mind : and that ye put on 
the new man which after God ts created 
in riehteouſneſſe and true holineſſe_. 
And vnto this may be added that o- 
ther place in 2.Cor.5.17. Therefore 
if any man bein Chriſt, he « a new 
creature:old things are paſſed away, be- 
hold.all things are become new.By both 
which places it is manifeſt, thar it is 
not fuſſicient to ceafſe to be old, but 
there muſt be alſo a renewing. Iris 
not ſufficient for a Conuertto caſt a- 
way all his tranſgreſſions whereby he 
hath tranſgreſſed , but alſo he muſt 
make him a new heart and anew ſpi- 
rit. 

Now concerning the new crea- 

| | eure, 
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cure, orſtate of renouation , which 
is agreat Euangelicall myſtery,l pro- 
pound theſe neceſſary points to be 
conſidered of: Firſt, what neceſſitic 
there is of this renouation. Second- 
ly, by what meanes it is wrought. 
Thirdly, by what degrees. Fourthly, 

what be the concomitants of it. Fitt- 

ly, concerning the conſtancie. 

Concerning the neceſſitic of this Point. 

inward renouation or regeneration, 

we are to conſider, firſt, that withour 

it no fleſh can be ſaued : for Chriſt 
himſelfe ſaith, Except ye be conuerted, Mat.18.;, 
and become a5 litle bildren, ye ſhall not 

enter into the kingdome of heauen. And 

againe he ſaith, Except a man be borne 
againe, he cannot ſee the kingdome 0 

God, Againe,we are all vaſſals of Sa- 

tan by nature, and are taken of him \ Tim.1.16 
at his will: and therefore it is neceſſa- 

ry that we ſhould be fer free out of 
ſpirituall bondage by vertue of rege- 
neration . Againe, by nature all To 


facub 
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faculties of our ſoules are out of 
frame, our members being the mem- 


Kom.6.19 bers of vnrightcouſneſle ; and there- 


Rom,?.8. 


fore it is neceſſary that we ſhould be 
ſet in toynt apaine by regeneration. 
Laſtly, withoutregeneration our ve- 
ry ſacrifices, our prayers, our hearing 
the word, our almes, ourciuill lines, 
are vnplea{ing to God.For as much 
as they that are im the fleſh (that is,vn- 
regenerate) caxnot pleaſe God, as the 
bleſſed Apoltle ſpeakerth. 

Yſe. Let cucry man and woman 
lay to heart this neceſhiriez& let them 
nor decciue themſclues with that 
fond concert, thar if they live ciuilly, 
and pay euery man his owne, and go 
tothe Church as others do, thatthen 
they ſhal ſurely be ſaued,though they 
remaine as ignorant of regeneration 
as cuer was Nicodemms.l el you nay: 
for vnleſle you be regenerate and 
borne againe, youremaine in danger 
of cternall condemnation , you re- 
maine 
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maine the very ſlaues of Satan; and 
the beſt things that you do or cando 
in your naturall condition, are abho- 
minable and odious to God. 


Concerning the meanes whereby a.Poie. 


regeneration is wrought, we are to 
note firſt, thatthe efficient cauſe of ir 
isnot man,nor Angel,burt Gods Spi- 
rit. There is no creature in heauEnor 
earth that can conuert a ſoule by his 
owne power: this worke belongsto 
God alone: for we are borne not of 
bloyd, nor of the will of man, nor of the 
will of the fleſh, but of God ;, as S. lohn 
ſpeaketh in his firſt chap.and 13.verſe. 
And therefore the whole glory of the 
admirable worke' of regeneration is 
due to God alone, and isnot to be 
aſcribed to any creature. 

Secondly, the moſt ordinary in- 
ſtrumentall cauſe (not to ſpeake of 
the extraordinary meanes ) which 
God vſeth for the conuerſion of 
{oules, is the word of God,cſpecially 
Prea- 
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preached : as appeares by theſe pla- 


ccs of Scripture : 

Plalme 19. 7. The Law of the Lord 
« perfect, conuerting the ſoule. 

1. Cor. 4.15. For though you haue 
ten thouſand inſtructors, yet haue ye not 
many fathers: for in Chriſt leſs 1 haue 
begotten you througn) the Goſpel. 

lames 1.18. Of hi owne will begat 

he ws by the word of truth, that we 
ſhould be a kind of firſt fruites of his 
creatures. 

1.Pet.1.23. Being borne anew , not 
of mortall ſeed, but of immortall,by the 
word of God,which liueth and endureth 

for eucr. 

By all which places, and many 
more, it 15 cuident, that the eſpeciall 
inſtrumentall cauſe of regeneration 
is the holy wordof God contained in 
the Canonicall Scriptures. Vhereby 
it appeareth, what infinite wrong the 
Pope doth vnto the ſoules of the 
comon people, by wxhholding from 

then? 
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them the vſe of the Scriptures: and 
alſo what enemies they are vnto 
Chriſts kingdome and to mens ſalua- 
tion, which labour to their power 
to ſuppreſſe and extinguiſh the __ 
erfull preaching of Gods word. Laſt- 
ly, this ſhould teach vs to glorific 
God forthe plentie of preaching in | 
this Land, bur eſpecially in this Ciie: | 
for hereby there is good hope of the | 
conuerſton of many ſoules . And lee 
vs alwayes, as we hauec all iuſt cauſe, 
pray againſt Poperic, and that not 
onely in reſpect of the bloudrhirſti- 
nefle of that religion, diſplayed in | 
that moſt barbarousplor of the gun- | 
powder treaſon, bur alſo becaule it | 
ſcckes to depriue vs of the vic of 
Gods word, the cſpeciall inſtrument 

of mans ſaluation. 

Concerning the degrees where- ;.Poine. 
by regeneration is moſt commonly 
wrought, they are theſe following : 

Firſt the holy Ghoſt quickens = 
ſoule, 
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ſoule which it doth conuert, finding | 
it dead in treſpaſſes and fins. Thus ir 
quickened the prodigall ſon, Luke 15. 
32. This thy brother was dead, and us 4- 


 bueagaine:and thus he quickened the 
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Epheſians,in the fifthChapter of thac 
Epiſtle, the cighth verſe; and inthe 
ſecondChaprer,the firſt verſe. Where 
we are to note, that the ſoule is not 
ſaid to be dead by nature, or to be 
uickened by regeneration, becauſe 
the ſoule is deſtitute of all life, but be- 
cauſe naturally it is analien from the 
life of God, as Paul ſpeakes in Eph.4. 
18. God doth not exerciſe the life of 
grace in the ſoule of any vnregene- 
rate perſon , as he doth in the hearts 
of thoſe thar are regenerate. And this 
firſt a& of regeneration or ſpirimall 
quickening ,1is termed in Scriptures, 
the firſt reſurrection . Firſt, becauſe as 
inthe day of the generall reſurretis, 
Many that ſleepe inthe duſt ſhall awake, 
Dan.12.2: ſo by vertue of this firſt 
IC- 


CRrREATVRE. 57 


reſurreion, many that ſleepe inſfin 
ſhall awate to [rue righteouſly.1. Cor. 
15-34. Secondly, as in the generall 
re{urretionthe bodies of the Saints 
ſhall be made like vnto the glorious 
body of Chriſt himfelte, Philip.3. 
21: fo by vertue of this firſt re- 
{urreftion the ſoules of the Saints 


' cometo beare the image and ſtampe 


of God himſelte , being made holy 
as heis holy, Eph. 4.24. And hereby 
a man or woinan may tric whether 
they be regenerate and quickened or 
no,itthey will but examine whether 
they be awake to liue righteoutlyor 
no, and whether they beare Gods 
umage 1ntruc holineſlc or no.It theſe 
chings be inthee , thou art vodoub- 
cedly quickned;it nor,thou remaineſlt 
{till but a dead man. 

The fecond degree whereby rege- 
neratton is wrought, is illumination: 
for when we begin to ſtand wp fron 
the dead,then ummediatly Chriſt giues 

E VS 
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vs light, Ephdl. 5.14. the God which 
commanded lizht to ſhine out of dark- 
ze/ſe beginnerhto ſhine 1n our hearts, 
2. Cor.4.6. Yeathenthe day of /alug- 
t/0n beginneth #9 dawre, and the day- 
ſtarre of ſauing knowledge to ar/e 
in our hearts. 2. Pet. 1.19. By vertue 
of this heauenly light a manor wo- 
man is brought ro {ec in ſome mca- 
ſure the danger of their natural ſtate, 
and what necd they haue of repen- 
tance, and of Chriſt, and of Gods 
mercy , and of inward purging from 
rheir corruptions; and what reaſon 
they haue of denying themſclues,car- 
rying about with them ſuch a maſſe 
of corruption , whercot now they 
arc aware.VVhere it is to be noted, 
that the reprobate may in ſome mea- 
ſure be cnlightened allo . He may 
haue fo much light as to leaue him 
without excuſe. This 1s manifeſt out 
of Heb. 6. 4.where it is ſaid of the a- 
poſtares ang finall backſliders , that 

| they 
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they were once enlightened . But the 
difference is,firſt, the child of God is 
enlightened and quickened : bur the 
reprobate is onely enlightened and 
not quickened; for he remaines ſtill 
an alien fromthe life of God. Epheſ. 
4. 18. Secondly, the elect are enligh- 
renedto (ec their {1nne, as we ce in 
the example of Paul, Rom. 7. 27.1 
ſee another law in my members, Cc. 
bur the reprobate are enlightenede- 
ſpecially to behold the danger of fin, 
and the puniſhment ot the ſame; as 
we {ce in.the example of Cazn, Gen. 
4.13. My puniſhment & greater then 
1 can beare. Thirdly, the cleft are en- 
lighrened to amendement , as we ſec 
in the cxample of 7ob,in his 40Chap- 
ter, fift verſe, 1 haue ſpoken once, but 1 
w:ll do ſo no more; or 1 will jt an{(wer. 
Burt the reprobate are enlightened 
to deſpaire,and to delperate courſes. 
As we ſce in the example of 1ud.s, 
Math.27.5. who fo ſoone as he was 
E 3 en- 


60 Tur New 


enlightened to ſee the danger of his 
c{tate, went immediatly , and deſpe- 
rately hanged himſclfe. And hereby” 
we may examine and try our ſe]ues, 
whether we be fauingly enlightened 
orno. For if we be enlightened and 
quickened, if we be brought ro the 
ſight of our fecrert corruptions, and 
roamendment,rhen it 1s a comforta- 
ble {igne,that we are ſauingly enligh- 
rened; otherwiſe we remaine 1n dark- 
neſſe vnto this houre. 

The third degree wherby regenera- 
tion 1s moſt vſually wrought, 1s con- 
rrition. Thus when thoſe three thou- 
ſand were couerted by Peters ſermon, 
Acts 2. 37. it 1s ſaid that they were 
pricked in their hearts; and the ci- 
tic {inner when the was regene- 
rate, ſhe ſtood behind Chriit at hu feete 
weeping, Luke 7.38. The like may be 
ſaid of Petey and diucrſe others. 

Where allo itis carcfully to be ob- 
ferued, thar the very reprobare may 
hauc 
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haue a kind of ſorrow, and may hang 
down thcir heads like a bulruth fora 
time, Elay 58. 5. 1s ſuch a faſt that 
Irequere, that a man ſhould afflic# his 
ſoule !or a day? e#c. Butthe difference 
is, firſt the ele& mourne tor the of- 
fence againſt God,as we ſee 1n the ex- 
ample of Dauzd, Plal. 51.4. Againſt 
thee, againſt thee onely hauec 1 ſinned. 
But the reprobate mourne eſpecially 
in reſpect of the punithment, as we 
ſee inthe example of Pharaoh, Exo- 
dus 9. 37. who when he ſaw the 
iudgements of God vpon him, and 
vpon his land, could then confeſle 
with aſceming forrow , that He and 
his people were wicked. Secondly, the 
ele mourne with a goaly ſorrow 2n- 
to repentance not tobe repented of , as 
weſce inthe example of the Corin- 
rhians, 2. Cor. 7. 10: bur the repro-* 
bare ſorrow with a wor/aly ſorrow that 
cauſeth death. Thirdly, rhe ele 
mourne, but with ſome grounds at 
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hope. For they know inthe midſt of 
their ſorrow, that their ſinne is nor 
greater then can be forgiuen , vn- 
leſſe it be in caſe of tempration : 
they know alſo that Gods mercy is 
reater then their {1nne ; andthatthe 
bloud of Icftts Chriſt is able to waſh 
them from all iniquitie: and fo by 
theſe generallgrounds ar the leaſt in 
the midceſt of their ſorrow, they 
ſuſtainerherr heart-in ſome degree of 
hope : but the reprobate mourne as 
men quice berctr of all hope, rhink- 
ing their ſins to be. greater then can 
be forgiuen. 
And hereby alſo we may try our 
{clues whether we haue ſauingly for- 
rowed for {1nnc orno. For if we haue 
forrowcd for the ſinne, as well as for 
the puniſhment; and if we haue for- 
rowed to repentance and amende- 
ment; and laſtly,if we haue forrowed 
in hope, it is a good ſignethatour 
{orrow 1s true. Otherwiſe our ſorrow 
| is 
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is not the true ſorrow of the Con- 
uert, but rather the worldly ſorrow of 
the wicked. 
The tourth degree whereby rege- 
neration 1s: commonly wrought, 
the ſpirituall hunger and thirtt aftcr 
rightcouſnefle . The conuett ſoule 
chirſts and pants after Chritt , As che 
heart brayeth after the riuers of wa- 
ters. If God would giue riches, ho» 
nours, pleaſures, and not Chriſt,they 
would be accounted as dung and 
drofſe,Phil.3.7. And the chuld of God 
thirſteth after Chriſt,not onely in re- 
ſpe& ofhis bencfits, andrto lerue his 
owne turne, but al{o out of loue to 
Chriſt his perſon, in reſpe& of his 
excellencies . Whereupon the 
Church is ſaid to be /icke of /owe to 
Chriſt,Canr.5.8.Andto this degree 
no reprobare in the world attaineth. 
For toloue Chriſt for himſelte, and 
to loue his glorious appearing, is pe- 
culiar to Soft a Do ln ak 
E 4 recelue 
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receiue the crowne of righteouſneſſe, 
2, Tim. 4. 6. 

Secondly, as the true Conuert 
eirſteth after Chriſt, ſolikewiſe he © 
longeth after the word and fſacra- 
ments, as appeareth by the exawple 
of the 300010 Acts 2.43. who pre- 
ſently vpon their conuerſion conte- 
nued in the '1_Apoſtles doetrine, and 
fellowſhip, and breaking of bread , and 
Prayers. 

Now the reprobate and wicked 
may attaine a kind of deſire after the 
word,bur it is either with Eue,meere- 
ly to get knowledge, or with Simon 
Magus to make gaine, or with the 
Pharrſee to get a name; or with the 
carnal] Goſpellers amongſt the Co- 
rinthians, for affetation to the per- 
ſon of him that delivers it. Orif it be 
for any taſte of ſweetneſle which 
they find in the word, then thattaſte 
laſterh butforaſcaſon. As the phan- 
talticke Iewes could rejozce in lohn 
Baptiits 
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Baptiſts light for a ſeaſon, Toh.5.35. 
whereas the true Conuert loues the 
word for it ſelfe, and continues im the 
ſtudy of it, and endcuours to attaine 
 ſauing grace by it, labouring to bring 
forth the fruits in holy practiſe. 

The fift degree whereby regenera- 
tion is commonly wrought, is by de- 
clining trom ſin. For ſo loone as any 
{oule is conuerted ro God, and made 
partaker of the diuine nature , pre- 
ſently ir begins to diſtaſte (11, and to 
ſtriue againſt ir. Euen Pau! lofoone 
as he was conuerted, he ceaſſed per- 
ſecuting Gods Church, Act.g9. The 
like may bc ſaid of Zacchons and di- 
uers others. VVhere we mult nore; 
that rhe reprobate and wicked may 
abſtaine from many ſinnes,as well as 
the true Conuert: as appeares by the 
example of the Phariſce, Luk.18.11. 
I thanke God ] am not as other men, ex- 
tortioners, Uniuſt, adulterers,cyc. But 
the difference is, the true conuert de- 
| clines 
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clines from fin by vertue of the ſan- 
ctifying Spirit of God; he is waſhed 
by the Spirit of our Goa, 1.CCr.6.10.11: 
But the wicked abſtaineth onely by 
cthereſtraining ſpirit, as we ſecin the . 
example of Avimelech, Gen.20.6. I 
haue kept thee, ec. 

Secondly,the true Convert 1s con- 
tentto part with all his fins,cuen with 
his beloued fins, as we ſee 1n the ex- 
ample of Dauzd, Plal.119.101: 7 haue 
refrained my feete from euery eu'tll way. 
Bur the wicked perſon is like Herod, 
he will not part with his Herodzzs or 
darling finne, Mark.6.20. 

Thirdly, rhe true Convert forſa- 
keth {in for conſcience ſake, as we ſec 
in the example of /o/eph, Genel. 39. 
How ſhall 1 do this great wickeaneſſe, 
and finne againſt God? whereas the 
wicked ſhunneth ſin, not for conſci- 
ence, but either for feare of men, or 
for feare of ſhame, or for feare of hel, 


Or in retpect of ſauing charges,or the 
like: 


CrEATVRE. 67 


like: as we ſce in the example of the 
high Prieſts, who would faine haue 
bene medling with Chriſt, but they 

did forbeare, howbeit not for conſci- 
ence ſake, but for feare of the people >, 1 
Let all Chriſtians examine thelclues 

by theſe differences,whether their de- 
clining from ſinne be the right decli- 
ning or no. 

The fixt degree whereby regene- 
ration is wrought and perfected, 15, 
full aſſurance of Gods fauour. For 
when the holy Ghoſt hath in ſome 
good meafire ſanCtified the heart, & 
made it phable to Gods will in vnt- 
verſall obedience, then it becomes 
the Sprrit of adoption, crymg, Abba, Fa- 
ther in our hearts, and fe/t:fy/ng toge- 
ther with our [þirits that we are the 
children of Goa,Rom.$.15.16. Where 
we mult alſo nore, that rhe very wic- 
ked may hane a kind of perſwaſion of 
Gods fauour towards rnem , as they 
ſceme to haue in 1.Thefl:5.z3 which 


cry 
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cric Peace and ſafctie. But the difte- 
rence is;firſt,the aſſurance of the elect 
is wrought by the Spirit of adoption; 


\ but the perſwaſton of the wicked is 


not ſo, but is wrought rather by Sa- 
tan which lullech them aflecpe . Se- 
condly, the aſſurance of the elect 
hath a ſure foundation, to wir, the 
promiſes ofthe Goſpell,the mercy of 


 God,and Chriſt : but the perkwaſion 


of the wicked is grounded vpon the 
ſandy toundation of hisowne merits. 
Thiraly, the affurance of the ele& 
breedeth an eſpecial care to pleaſe 
God: but the perſwaſton of rhe wic- 
ked breedeth carnall ſecuritic and 
boldneſſero ſinne. 

The fourth generall point pro- 
pounded concerning this great my- 
ſtery of regeneration,is touching the 
concomuants ofthis grace. And the 
concomutants or things acc6panying 
this grace of regeneration,arc theſe: 

Firſt, an vniuerſall change. For 
there 
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there is none truly regenerated, bur 
they are truly changed , yea vniuer- 
ſally changed , Al! things are become 2.Cor.5.17 
new with them : yea they are changed , cus 
from glorie to glorie, as by the Spirit of 

the Lord. Where we are to note,that 

the very reprobate may alſobe chan- 

ged; 15 we reade of Sau/.that God Cane 1.Sam10.g 
him another heart. Butthe change in 

the reprobarte is far difterent from the 

change wrought 1n theelect. For the 

change in the reprobate , 1s but in 
common gitts of the Spirit,as we lee 

in Saul,he was changed oncly to pro- 
phefic,orro rule; whereas the elect 

are changed by ſpecial! and ſauing 

gifts, as,to be regenerate, fauingly to r.Per.t.2z. 
beleeue , ro repent with repentance ? pang 
neuer to be repented of,&c. Second- ”_ 
ly, the reprobates arc changed bur 

one]y in part; they are like Ephraim, 

Or as a cake baked on the onefide : 
bur the ele@t are vniuerſally changed, 
both inwardly and outwardly; in 
1udge- 
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iudgement,wil,affeCtions,conſcience, 
conuerſation , outward behauiour, 
andthe like. 

Secondly, the fecond concomitant 
of regeneration, is the combat be- 
rveene the fleth andthe ſpirit. For 
there is none truly regenerate , but 
they haue a combat within them. 
Thus it was with Pau/, who found in 
himſelte after regeneration, 4 /aw re- 
belling azainſt the law of hu mind,RO. 
7.18, Where we miſt alſo note, that 
the very reprobate may haue a kind 
of reluCtation, by vertue of the lighr 
ot their natural conſciences;as we lee 
m the exampl- of Sas he was loth 
to condemne Chriſt,hc had a kind of 


lobs 19.12 ſtriving within him, yea he ſought to 


releaſe him. Butthe difference is ,the 
reprobate haue a (triuing againſt {1n, 
cithcr inreſpect of the thame of fin, 
or in reſpect ot the tcare of hell fire, 
or fortuch like carna{il ends; fo thar 
tet [truing 1snot the combar of the 
teth 
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fleſh and the ſpirit, bur the combar of 
the fleth and the fleth: whereas the e- 
le haucaſtriuing againſt ftane, for 


conſcience lake,and in loue to God. Gen. 39.g. 


Thirdly,thc third concomitant of 
regeneration, is fruitfulnefle. There 
be none truly regenerate, bur they arc 
made fruittul. We might inſtange tor 
the proofe of rhis point,in the exam- 
ple of Zacchews, and many other. 
Where obſerue,that the wicked and 
vnregenerate may do many ſeeming 
good works,as we {ce in the example 
of the Barbarians , who laded Paul 
with things neceſlary, Acts 28. 10. 
Bur the difference is, the reprobate 
and wicked do many ſeeming good 


works, either mercenarily to recetue Luk. 6.33. 


the like 9k or vainglorioutly tor 


the praiſe of men , or {uperſtitiouſly v1 15 
with opinion of »zer:7. VVhereas the liay 58.5, 


elect do good works vnto ſuch as are 
not able rorequite them, and thar in 
true {1nceritie and humulitic, not ſee- 
king 
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| king their owne praiſe, but Gods glo- 

ry, confeſling when they have done 

all chat they can, that they are vnpro- 
fitable ſeruants. 

Fourthly,the fourth concomitant 
of regencration, 1s the matter of per- 
ſecution. For there is none regene- 
rate tO /iue godly im Chriſt leſus, but 
they muſt [: iffer perſecution in one kind 
or in another, as Paul ſpeakes 1n 2. 
Tim.3.9. Where we arc alſo to note, 
that the very wicked may ſuffer for 
their protefſion; yea and ſuffer many 
things for the truths ſake alſo, as Paul 
umplicth in 1,Cor.r3.3.that they that 
are withour louc, may 2'ue their bo- 
ares tobeburned: andaswe lee inthe 
examples of Papilts, Arrians, and 0- 
ther wretched heretzkes, which ſome- 
times arc ready to Jay downe their 
lives for their profcfion fake. Butthe 
difference 1s inthe cauſe of ſuffering: 
for it 15 not the ſuffering , but the 
cauſe of ſuffering, that makes the 

Martyr. 
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Martyr. The wicked and vnregene- 
rate ſuffer commonly tor error , and 
not for the truth; or ifatany time for 
the truth,then 4t 15 not for louc of the 
rruth it ſeife, bur for ſome other by- 
reſpe& : whereas the elect child of 
God ſuffers for thc truth it ſelte, and 
that in loue to the ſame, 2nd with 
zcale of Gods glory. 


The fitth and laſt gencrall point 5 


propounded concerning the my ltery 
of regeneration, is concerning the 
conſtancy of the ſame, For we are to 
know, that a man or woman being 
once regencrarte, they arc for euer re- 
generate; and being once inade the 
children of God by adoption, they 
are for euerthe children of God. 

For the proofe of this point, I com- 
mend vnto you theſe places of Scrip- 
ture following : 

1.loh.3.9.Hw ſeed remainethin him. 

I Pets. 2 3« Betng borne againe not of 
mortall ſeed 

F Rom. 
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Rom.11-29. The zifts and calling 
of God are without rever tance. 

loh.14-16. The Comforter ſhall re- 
maine with you for ener. 

Rom.1 "37 Hath God cat 4way his 
people ? Goa forbid. 

Pſal. 37.28. The Lord forſaketh not 
bu Saints. 

By all which places, and many o- 
ther, it is manitctt that they which 
are once effeQtually called, and truly 
regenerate, and haue receiued the 
Spirit of adoption, they are for cuer 
the children of God. 

Andthereaſon 15.firſt, becauſe God 

is conſtant, both in his decree, for the 
fourdation of God remaineth ſure, ha- 


,Tim-2.19 ,;27 this ſcale, The Lord knoweth who 


are his; and in his louc, for whom: he !o- 
uweth, he loueth to the end, loh.11,.1. 
Secondly, becauſe God hath pro- 
miſed that the gates of hel! ſhall not pre- 
ule azanſt his Church, Math. 16.18. 
and Gous promuics are Tea and A- 
Wn, 
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921, as we know. | 


Thirdly, becauſe God is able to Ref2 3. 


preſerue his children ro the end: He 5 
Ttronger then all, and none is able to 


Placke the weakeſt babe in Chriſt out 1oh. 10.29, 


of the hana's of the bleſſed Fathey. 


And if any Papiſt or Arminian g;:@., 


ſhall obiect the examples of 1u4.zs or 

Demas , ortne ſtony ground; or of 
many Profeſſors that turn carnal,8c. 

To this I an{iwer , that thoſe that f1- 

nally and totally tall away from the 

truth, They were never of vs; for if they 

had bene of vs, they would hawe con- 

tinued with vs, 1. Toh. 2.19. Theſe 

might poſhbly receive certaine com- 

mon gifts of the Spirit, as to be en- 
lightened, &c. but they neuer were 

truly regenerate. | 


We do not deny but the true child 4» 


of God may be much weakened con- 
certung the degree of true ſauing 
grace which formerly he hath fele- 
which cometh to vale either by the 
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meanes of faluation, or with Dauid 
by relapſe into fin : bur to fall torally 
from all ſauing grace, or finally with- 
out any recouery,this we confidently 
deny,according to that in Micha 7.8. 
Retoyce not againſt me , o mine enemic: 
for thouzh 1 fall, 1ſhall ariſe,e*c. 
Thus I haue paſſed through the 
five neceſſary points concerning re- 
gencration; and haue firſt ſhewed 
vnto you the neceſſitie, ſecondly the 
meanes, thirdly the degrees,fourthly 
the concomutants, fittly the conſtan- 
cic of this famous worke of regene- 
ration. Fanne your ſclues by that 
which hath bene ſpoken; conſider . 
what I hauc id, andthe Lord giue 
you vnderſtanding 1n all things. 


For why will ye die, 6 houſe of Iſrael? 


Now I come tothe laſt part of the 
eext, which is the expoltularion or 
xcaſon; mo will ye die? From whence 
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{ obſerue, that Mans deſtruction is of 3- Pobirines 
bimſelfe. For elſe why ſhould God 
expoſtulate wich his Church in this 
place 2 hy will ye dre ? 
For the proofte of which point, 
take theſe places following : 
Hoſc13.9.0 1ſrael,thou haſt deſtroyed 
thy ſel fe; but thy helpe us of me: 
Prou. 6.32. He that committeth a- 
dultery with a woman, lacketh under- <4 
ſtanding : he that deth it, deſtroyeth his 
owne ſoule. 
Pfal. 51.4. Againft thee,againſ# thee 
enely haue 1 ſinned,and done euill inthy 
fight : that thou mighteſt be 1uſt when 
thou ſpeakeſt, and pure when thog 
zud geſt. 
And it muſt needs be, thar deſtn ;, 26: 
Aion is of a mans felte, and not of 
God; firſt, becauſe God creared man 
pertec arthe firſt, and gaue him free 
will to ſtand if he wouldz and man 
hauing free will in Adam to ſtand, 
yet willingly and wilfully cat of the 
EO for- 
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forbidden fruite , and loſt both him. 
felfe and his poſteritic, and the free- 
dome of his will. 


Secondly, deſtruction muſt needs 
be of a mans ſelfe,andnot of God.be- 
cauſe God hath ſent a ſufficient re- + 
demption by the meanes of his owne 
Son; and hath commanded it to be 


Mark.16.15 preached 10 eacry ercature: yea he hath 


3.Keaſon. 
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commanaed vs to belceue in Chriſt, 
whom he hath ſent, 1.loh.3.23. And 
therefore if when a pardon is offercd, 
we wilfully reiule it, then our defiru- 
Eton is of curſflucs, | 

Thirdly, God hath giuen vnto vs 
a molt powerfullword, yea a word 
which 1s able ro ſaue our -ſoules, lam. 
1.21; andtherefore if we neglet Or 
deſpiſe ſo great ſaluation, the bloud 
is vpon our owne heads. 

Fourthly, God giucth ſufficient 
warning , by his threatnings out of 
the word, and by his uſt ind ements 
ſhewed vpon others: and therefore 
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if we will take no warning, neither 
by threats,nor by iudgements,nor by 
ſignes from heauen,we (hal worthily 
periſh without mercy. _ 

Fiftly, God giueth vnto man ſuf- 5.8e/1, 
ficient tune of repentance;as he gaue © 
vnto the old world in the dayes of 
N oah, an hundred and twentie yeares, 
Gen.6:3. And therefore it with cur- 
ſed leſabe! we haue t:me giuen to re- 
pent, and repent not, we ſhall wuſtly 
perith with her, Reu.2.21.22. 

Sixtly,what could haue bene done cx,6;, 

more vnto the vincyard of our 
ſoules,then what hath bene done?Ifa. 
5-4. And therefore if after all dig- 
ging, and dunging, and pruning, we 
remaine {till barren , we ſhall wſtly 
be hewne downe, and caſt into the 
fire. 

But whar fay you then to thele g;q;,, 
places of Scripture,which manifeſtly 
confirme the doctrine of reprobatio? 

Rom. 9.11.12.13. For the children 

F 4 being 


hos 
ad 


(BE FE ES 


CILCAIAEIGS ST DIEFES: ee re Ae OA AFR, m_— 
__ IS2 I A ve bard 
4 ugh i. Fer, EY IO OOageen 6. 4 aca S Vat Oe 


a7 err giont..... TT, 
_ T_T WRT 
Pe 3 OL 


Vo DEEIT ru eh SA 9-4 
"_ >= I" 49 I: 
Ar I To we WO TRA " 
4 ; "ET TA 


S wad Ke Stem TE 9 LE a $a 77 T7 
; ws a8 he SE ES ARE ods 
Ara a 


WA IE 6 eB on Re 7 LLE I: 5 L p 4 Fs te 

wG- i LIE I og 3X aA ko rd 12 oe 05 OO nt” on tg SAR wn T% by ot 
FRA Ge £1 nt hone RF ERIE a ts, os ee re AA 
——— MIBESLE 3 ao boot <2 AB 6. I ON na, © Win £11 > I phy A 


Anſwer, 


Qo Trzt New 


berg not yt borne netther hauins dene 
47) rood nor enill : it was ſatd , " Tl 
abs I loucd, and Eſau hauz IThated. 
Iude 4. For there are certaine men 
crept in vnawarcs, who were before of 


old ordumed to this condemnation. 


ler.6.30. Reprobate ſiluer ſhall men 


call as * for the Lord hath reiefted 


them. 
We acknowledge the truth of 
theſc holy places ; we acknowledge 


alſo the truth of the doctrine of re- 


probation, to wit, thar God as the 
mightic Potter, having abſolute au- 
choritie of the lutmpe of mankind, 

hath made ſome veſſels to honor, 3nd 
ſoine to diſhonor : and that of his 
owne frec will , for the declaring of 
his power, and manifeſting of his in- 
ſtice, Rom.9.23. 

"3 here it is carcfully to be ob- 
ſerued,that howfocuer a mans repro- 
bation be of God, yet his deſtruction 
is of himſelf; & that for theſe reaſons: 
Firft 
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Firſt, becauſe howſocuer God in 
his wſtice and wiſedome doth repro- 
bare many, and that before the foun- 
dation of the world was caſt; yct he 
throweth no man nor woman, yong 
nor old into hell, before they come 
to their pertonall appearance betore 
Chriſt, andbe found guiltie at tie 
barre of Gods iudgement leate,ot {tn 
either actuall, or ar the leaſt origt- 
nall, 2.Cor.5.10. 

Secondly, though God do repro- 
- bare men and women, yet he doth 
not remprt or enforce any man or 
woman to {inne tor the accomplith- 
ing of his owne decree. For Goa 
remnpteth no man; as lanes ſpeaketh in 
bis firſt Chap. v.13. And it were hel- 
lith blaſphemy to athrme, that God 
were in any fort the author of ſinne. 

It deſtruction be of a mans leltc, z 9viefcn, 
then it ſecmerh that he hath free will 
to be ſaued if he will, contrary vnto 
that which was dcliuercd before. 
Man 
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Arfoer, _ Man indced in Adam had once 
free will, as well as he had the liucly 
image of God; but now hawng loſt 
it, he may iuſtly be condemned for 
the loſle of it : and now he hath no 
further wil vnto good then he is mo. 
ucd by Gods Spirit 3 nor further 
power againſt cuill, then he is preſer- 
ucd by the power of God through 

faith. EO. 
2.05 Yea but it mightſeeme ſtill, thar a 
mans deſtruction is of God, becauſe 
he doth not reſtraine men from fin, 
nor preuent them with his grace. For 
15not he guiltic of a childs death,thar 
ſecth it run toward a pit, and ſtayeth 
itnot,when there is power in his hand 

{ to do it? 

Anſwer. We muſt not meaſure God who 
F- 1s aboue the Law, by man. vnder the 
Law. A man in this caſe is indeed 
"Prax , becauſe he is bound by the 
aw to ſaue life if hecan; but God 
safreeworker , it is in him to haut 
mercie 
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mercie 0n whom he w1ll; it 15 alſo law- Rom. g, 
full for bum to do what be will with 1 oe 


his owne, tor he is bound to no man. 


Colidering therfo:e that a wans & 1,77, 


womans deſtruction 15 of themſclues, 
this ſheweth whar ſpicetull enc.nies 
WC arc to our ſclucs. VVe make our 
ſclucs liable ro Gods wrath, we bring 
vpon our ſelues iudgements in this 
world, we wiltully lolc heaucn, and 
the comfortable preſence of God, 
and Chriſt, and of blefIed Saints 
and Angels; yea we purchaſe to our 
{clues eternall torment in hell fire 
with the diuell and his angels, in that 
horrible darke and deepe pit which 
the divels themſclues do tremble to 
thinke vpon. O conſider this all ye 
chat forget God, and which ſport 
and delight your ſelues in your {in- 
full courles, which drinke iniquitie as 
the Oxe drinketh water,which drinke 
I ſay.and arc neuer ſatisfied : O why 
will ye die, ye poore houſe of ons 
ct 


_ 


' 


= HIS 
a. 
Ct. 


> 


Cc 
ny 
. 


Va ae Le ths 1 ow wt tb 


CS CERN EI 


&4 Tus Nunw 

Letall good Chriſtians learne , 
that as the wicked and vngodly do 
diligently worke out thetr owne 
damnation, ſo tobe carctull on the 
contrary to worke out their ſalua- 
tion ; and this they ſhall do by the 
power of God,and notby their owne 
power, or by any thing in them- 
ſclues. 

Firſt, if they be carefull to vſe all 
the meanes which God hath appoins- 
red for the working of ſauing faith, 
and the nouriſhing of the fame in 
their hearts. 

Secondly, it they labour in all the 
parts of repentance,it they daily exa- 
minethemſfelues , if they daily hum- 
ble their foules for their ſinnes , if 
they daily labour for mortification, 
and it they endeuour to ferue God 
in holinefle andrighteouſneſlc all the 
dayes of their liues. 

. And for this purpoſe take theſe 
tew dueCtions; Let cucry Chriſtian 
which 
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which deſires to grow in grace be 
carcfull of Gods publicke ordinan- 
ces. Let them heare Gods word with 


Marie, acknowledging that to be the Luk.r0.43. 


better part ; but let them not vnder 
that pretence quite caſt off their par- 
ticular lawtull callings,and fo liue in- 
ordinately, contrary to the rule of 
tie Apoſtle in 2. Thel. 3. 12. Now 
them that are ſuch, we command and 
exhort by our Lord leſus Chriſt, that 
with quietneſſe they worke , and cate 
therr owne bread, And concerning the 
right hearing of Gods word, take 
theſe rules, before thou repaireſt to 
Gods houſe . Furſt, prepare thy ſelte 
with repentance, and with an heartic 
purpoſe of amendinent of lite . For 
otherwiſe if thou comeſt to Gods 
houſe with thine hands full of bloud, 
God may iuſtly lay vnto thee : 14.2 
haſt thou to do, to tread within my 
Courts? Wſaiah 1.12. Secondly , pre- 


pare thy ſelte by reading lome po 


Epb.6.19. 


AQs 14.27, 
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of Gods word, according to the ex- 
ample of the Eunuch, Act.8.39. who 
was well prepared ro heare Phulrp 
preach, when he had prepared him- 
ſ{tlfe firſt by reading the Propher 


1{aiah. Thirdly, prepare thy ſelfe for 


publicke hearing by priate prayer, 
praying for thy ſelfe,for the Miniſter, 
and for the Congregation : beſecch- 
ing God of his mercie to open vnto 
the Miniſter 1h? doore of utterances, 
and to thy ſeife and the reſt of the 
Congregation the doore of faith. 
Fourthly , repaire vnto Gous nouſe 
with an honeſtheart, not to ſce fa- 
ſhions, notto carpe at the Miniſter, 
not vpon cuſtom,not tobe noted to 
bereliotous,nor for teare of mis Jaw: 


bur go with a true delire to worſhip 


God, andto reape to thy owne ſoule 
erernall benefite ; according to the 
exawple of the Church in lay. 2. 3: 
which ſaith , Come, let v5 gowpto the 

houſe of the Lozd: he will teach ws his 
wayes, 
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wayes , and we will walke in his paths. 

Fiftly, when thou art comerothe 
Church, hearken wich all diligence 
and reuerence to Gods word, accor- 


ding to the example of Lyd:4, who 


attended to the doctrine of Paule , and Ads 16.14. 


was conuerted. Beware of gazing in 
the time of Gods ordinance, leſt Sa- 
ran tewptthee. Beware of fleeping 
in the Congregation, leſt God ſhew 


his indgement and execute his ven- 


geance vpon thee,as he did vpon Ex- AQ 20.9. 


tychus. Take heede of praying and 
reading other matters in the ſermon 
time, when thou ſhouldeſt attend 


vnto the preaching, leſt thou offer the Ecdel.s.r. 


ſacrificeof footes. Remember thatthere 


is a time for all things, and cuery Eccleſ{.z.r. 


thing ought to bedone in its fit time 
and ſeaſon. Sixtly , after thou haſt 
heard the word, meditate throughly 
of the points deliuered , leſt Satan 
come and ſtcale the good ſeed our 
of thine heart ; examine thy ſelfe by 
that 
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that which was preached;and if thou 
findeſt thy ſelte rebuked for ſinne, ler 
that rebuke preuaile with thee to re-. 
ventance and amendment. 

Allo when thou haſt heard Gods 
word, marke the directions, and pra- 
Ctiſe them: For, rot the hearers but 
the doers of the Law are inſt before God, 
Rom.2.13.And concerning the pro- 
miles, apply them to thy (clte1t thou 
findeſt thy ſclte capable, thatis, if 
thou endeuourcſt to keepe the con- 
dition of thein : and indecd the word 
will profitthee nothing , v _ thou 
haſt taith to apply ! b; Heb. 4 

Secondly Qhat i! thou may "> woke 
out thine one [ uation, be carcfu I! 
frequently and often to be partaker 
with Gods Church ot the Lords 
Supper. For the Sacrament worth:ly 
recciued 1s ze4te 12ired, and ariikes 
ined. Thou mult not thinke ut futh- 


' Cientto recelue the Sacrament once 


or twile by the Yeare, butt chinke it an 
clpeciall 
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eſpeciall fauor of God it thou mayeſt 
recciuc it often; alwayes prouided 
that thou beelt prepared thereunto, 
with knowledge , fanh, repentance, 
and charity. 

Thirdly, be carctull ailo ofprivate 
dutics, reade the Canonicall Scrip- 
tures diligently : refreth thy loule 
morning and ettening wit! fojnc 
Ciaprer of. Gods word. The King 
hindetl is not exempred from this 
holy duty, butthe Lord would hauc 
his word to be with him , that he 
might reade therein all the dayes of hts 
life, Deut. 17. 19. And concerning 
reading Gods word in priuate, ob- 
ſerue rhcle directions if thou woul- 
deſt profice. Firlt , hitr vp thine heart 
by prayer before thou rcaceſt. Se- 
condly,reade with diligent heede,ac- 
cording tothat of Math. 24. 15. Let 
him that readeth , conſider #t. Deuce 
not to reade fait, but ſure. Alſo exa- 


mine thy teltc by tliat winch thou 
G rcadeſt, 
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readelt ; and reminate or meditate, 
chatthou mayelt extract nouriſhmet 
andcomfort out of that which thou 
readef}, Thirdlv,reade the word in 
ordcr, not here a Chapter and there 
a Chapter; bur begin at the begin- 
ning of a book: and leaucitnot off 
vorill by degrees thou haſt paſſed 
through it. Fourthly, if thou readeſt 
a difhcult vlice, ta ke diligent notice 
of it,riat thon may eſt aske the tndge- 
ment of others, cſpecially of Gods 
Miniſters, concerning the meaning. 


S® 
Fourrhly,itthou defireſt ro worke 


out thine owne ſaluation , and not. 


wittully to runne vpon thine owne 
deſtruction , be diligent of private 
praycr. If thou beelt a waiſter of a 

family, pray with thy famity, and in- 
ſtruct it, that thou andthine houſe 
may ſerue the Lord - according to 
ta2 example of 79/14, in the laſt | As 


ter of that booke theks verſe. Let c- 


ucry one allo inthe family pray apart 


tf an 
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nd in ſecret, according to the exam- 
ples of Dauid and Daniel, which 
made conſcience to pray conſtantly 
thriſe cuery day, to wit , morning, 
evening, and atnoone, Pial.55.17. 
Dan.6.10. 

Fiftly and laſtly, it thou dctireſt 
ro worke out thy faluation , walke - 
worthy of thy holy calling wheren: n- 
to thou art called. Let thy conuerla- 
tion be anſwerable to thy profeſſion: 
endeuour to live holily towards 
God, righteouſly towards men, and 
ſobcrly concerning ty ſclte . Thus 
thou ſhalt glorific God, adorne the 
Goſpell of Chrilt, and purchaſe to 
thy ſclte through Gods free mercie 
and Chriſts merits,an inheritance in- 
corruptible and vndefiled , which fa- 
dceth not away, reſerued in heauen 
tor thee, Vonto the which glorious 1n- 
heritance, he bring vs which hath ſo 
dearely bought vs, cuen Iefus Chriſt 
ihe e righteous; to whom with the Fa- 
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ther and the holy Ghoſt, three gle- 
rious perlons, but one God,be alcri- 
bed, as molt due, all honour and 
gloric, from this time torth 
vnito all etcrnitic. A- 
mcn, Amen, 


